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Two Latina Teachers
Culture, Success, Higher Education
Abstract
	 This	 phenomenological	 case	 study	 focuses	 on	 an	 examination	 of	 Latina	
immigrants’	 perspectives	 on	 their	 graduate-level	 teacher	 education	 experiences	
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	 Resiliency	Theory	 explains	 in	part	 how	members	of	marginalized	or	 op-






















bership	 in	 subordinate	or	 dominant	 social	 groups	of	 the	definer	 (Soong,	 1999,	
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Gutmann,	 2002).	 The	 traditionally	 definition	 from	 the	 Dictionary of Mexican 
Cultural Code Words	(De	Mente,	1996)	issummarized	as	“a	sexist	patriarchy	with	














	 The	Shining Path (Sendero Luminoso [SL])	calls	itself		The	Communist	Party	of	







	 Latinas vs. Latinos vs. Latin American Immigrants:	For	the	purposes	of	this	
study,	Latin	American	Immigrants	are	defined	as	a	subgroup	of	Latinos;	the	study	






















































































































Ethnicity (Latino and Quechua)
	 Though	participants	referred	to	themselves	as	Latina,	they	placed	great	im-











































































































































































	 Marita	 and	 Justinia	 refer	 to	 themselves	 as	 Latinas,	 yet	 they	 both	 identify	











































































	 Resiliency,	as	well	as	critical	consciousness,	may	be	 the	 foundation	of	 the	
enthusiasm	both	Justinia	and	Marita	demonstrated	towards	their	graduate	school	
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